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SECTION  11. 

Calvin's  settlement  at  Geneva— His  banishment— Return  ta 

Geneva — Labours— Atquainicnce  and  public  dufiutes  with 
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Castallic^  Letter  to  Luther— la  accused  of  teathhig  false 
dGCtrinf^Procuree  the  release  of  Ami  Perrinr^Confutee 
Bolzec  publicly. 


UN  quitting  Italy,  Calvin  returned  to  France,  with  An¬ 
thony,  his  only  remaining  brother;  but  on  account  of  the  per¬ 
secutions  which  then  ran  high,  he  soon  resolved  to  return  to 
Basil  or  Strasbourg.  But  the  direct  road  being  then  impassi¬ 
ble  on  account  of  the  war,  he  was  compelled  to  go  through  Ge¬ 
neva.  He  had  then  no  intention  of  stopping  there,  but  ihe  e- 
vent  soon  made  it  evident  that  he  had  been  conducted  thither 
by  a  secret  determination  of  Providence.  This  was  in  the 
month  of  August  1536.  The  reformed  religion  had* been 
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wonderfully  established  there  by  Guillaume  Farel,  and  Pierre 
Viret.  Farel  had  been  instructed,  not  in*  a  convent  as  some 
have  supposed,  but  in  the  school  of  Jacques  Le  Fevre  d*Esta- 
ples.  Calvin,  not  willing  to  pass  through  Geneva  without  pay¬ 
ing  his  respects  to  them,  made  them  a  visit,  on  which  occasion 
Farel  earnestly  entreated  him  to  stop  at  Geneva,  and  help  him 
in  the  labour  to  which  God  had  called  him.  But 
perceiving  that  Calvin  was  not  ^  to  be  prevailed  upon, 
he  s;id,  ^You  have  not  any  other  pretext  to  refuse 
me,  than  the  attachment  which  you  profess  for  your 
studies;  but  I  warn  you  in  the  name  of  Almighty  God, 
that  if  you  do  not  share  with  me  the  holy  work  in  which  I  am 
engaged,  he  will  not  bless  your  designs,  since  you  prefer  your 
repose  to  Jesus  Christ.^  Calvin,  subdued  by  this  appeal,  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  wish  of  the  seigneurs,  and  of  the  Consistory  of 
Geneva,  by  whose  suffrages,  and  the  consent  of  the  people,  he 
was  received  to  the  charge  of  the  ministry,  in  the  mvonth  of 
August  1536. 

This  year  was  remarkable  for  a  close  alliance  contracted 
between  Berne  and  Geneva;  and  for  the  establishment  of  reli¬ 
gion  in  Lausanne,  after  a  conference  betw^een  the  protestants 
and  the  catholics,  at  w  hich  Calvin  presided.  He  was  also  en^ 
gaged  in  a  defence  of  the  reformed,  who  were  attacked  by  the 
anabaptists,  against  whom  he  employed  scripture  and  argu¬ 
ment  with  so  much  success,  that  he  expelled  that  sect  entirely 
from  Geneva.  In  the  same  year  .le  was  obliged  to  plead  his 
cause  at  Berne,  against  Caroly,  who  had  accused  him  of  Ari- 
anism. 

Geneva  was  at  this  time  very  far  from  being  in  a  state  of 
tranquility.  The  true  religion  was  indeed  established,  and 
the  faith  of  the  church  of  Rome  was  abolished.  But  many  atro¬ 
cious  crimes  were  stil!  committed,  which  had  long  reigned, 
and  which  the  example  of  the  clergy  had  contributed  to  main¬ 
tain.  The  principal  families  were  at  variance,  on  the  ground 
of  dissentions  which  had  originated  during  the  war  of  Savoy, 
and  which  time  had  not  been  able  to  extinsfuish.  Farel  and 
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Calvin,  deeply  afflicted  by  these  disorders,  made  a  represen¬ 
tation  to  the  council,  to  induce  them  to  attempt  the  correc¬ 
tion  of  the  public  morals.  They  preached  with  energy  against 
the  vices  of  the  times:  as  truth  always  appears  severe  to  those 
who  are  conscious  of  being  guilty,  the  warmth  of  their  zeal 
was  complained  of.  Coraut  was  forbidden  to  preach,  and  be* 
Ing  disobedient  to  the  injunction,  was  imprisoned.  Farel  and 
Calvin  were  hated  by  those  who  preferred  their  vices  and  their 
pleasures  to  good  order,  to  the  advancement  of  religion,  and 
to  the  good  of  their  country;  they  therefore  united  their  efforts 
to  get  rid  of  those  vigilant  ministers. 

But  besides  these  divisions,  there  was  another  evil  which 
afflicted  the  church  of  Geneva.  In  some  regulations  respect¬ 
ing  ecclesiastical  discipline,  she  was  not  perfectly  agreed  with 
the  church  of  B-me,  For  the  Genevese  celebrated  the  Lord^s 
Supper  with  leavened  bread,  and  judging  that  the  baptismal 
fonts  were  not  necessary  to  the  administration  of  baptism,  they 
had  removed  them  from  their  places  of  worship.  They  had 
also  abolished  all  the  feasts,  except  Sundaj .  The  church  of 
Geneva,  havung*  been  required,  at  a  synod  held  at  Lausanne^ 
to  re-establish  the  use  of  the  baptismal  fonts  and  the  feasts 
which  she  had  abolished,  and  the  ministers  of  Geneva  wish¬ 
ing  to  be  heard  before  they  were  condemned,  it  was  resolved 
that  all  these  differences  should  be  settled  in  a  synod  to  be 
held  at  Z  iirich. 

The  syndics,  who  were  at  the  head  of  the  seditious,  profit¬ 
ing  by  these  divisions,  assembled  the  people,  when,  the  majority 
being  under  their  influence,  they  procured  an  order  from  the 
council,  by  which  these  three  faithful  ministers  were  comman¬ 
ded  to  leave  the  town  in  three  days.  This  order  being  com¬ 
municated  to  Calvin,  ‘‘Certainly,”  said  he,  “If  I  had  served 
men,  I  should  have  been  ill  recompensed;  but,  I  have  served 
a  Master  who,  far  from  not  rewarding  his  serv’ants,  pays  them 
what  he  does  not  owe  them.” 

Farel  retired  to  Ncufcbate4  and  Calvin  to  Strasbourg, 
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where  Bucer,  Capito,  and  Hedio  engaged  the  council  of  that 
town  to  appoint  him  professor  of  theology,  and  pastor  of  a 
French  church,  into  which  he  introduced  his  ecclesiastical  dis- 
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Not  long  after  this  unjust  banishment,  Calvin  extinguish¬ 
ed  a  greater  evil,  which  would  probably  have  been  attended 
with  the  worst  consequences,  had  not  this  illustrious  exile  ap¬ 
plied  a  prompt  remedy  to  it.  Jacques  Sadolet,  Bishop  of  Car- 
pentras,  was  a  man  of  considerable  eloquence,  which  he  em¬ 
ployed  only  to  oppose  the  truth.  His  morals  being  regular, 
the  pope  made  him  a  cardinal,  with  a  view  to  give  a  currency 
to  the  false  doctrine  taught  in  his  church.  The  cardinal,  see¬ 
ing  that  the  people  of  Geneva  were  deprived  of  such  excellent 
pastors,  thought  this  a  favorable  opportunity  to  attract  them  to 
the  Romish  religion,  with  which  view  he  wrote  a  long  letter 
wherein  he  employed  all  his  address  and  talents  to  overthrow 
the  reformed  religion,  and  to  establish  his  own.  There  w^as 
at  this  time  no  person  in  the  town  capable  of  answering  him, 
and  if  this  letter  had  been  written  in  French,  it  is  probable  that 
it  would  have  created  considerable  disturbance  amongst  a 
people  so  much  divided  and  so  ill  disposed  as  they  were  at 
this  time.  But  Calvin,  forgetting  all  the  injuries  which  he  had 
sustained,  evinced  that  the  love  which  he  had  professed  for 
that  church  was  not  diminished;  and  answered  the  cardinal 
with  so  much  eloquence  and  spirit,  that  he  abandoned  his  pro¬ 
ject  entirely. 

This  was  not,  however,  the  first  expression  of  tenderness 
which  Calvin  had  shewn  for  the  Genevese;  for  he  discovered 
the  interest  which  he  took  in  all  their  afflictions,  by  addres¬ 
sing  to  them  several  letters  from  Strasbourg,  w  herein  he  exhor¬ 
ted  them  to  repentance,  to  peace,  charity,  and  the  love  of  God; 
teaching  them  to  hope  that  a  bright  light  would  soon  dissipate 
the  fatal  darkness  in  which  they  were  enveloped.  The  event 
justified  the  prediction.  At  this  lime  he  republished  his 
Christian  Institutes,  with  many  additions,  and  dedicated  them 
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to  his  intimate  friend  Simon  Grinee;  he  published  also  a  piece 
on  the  Lortrs  Supper,  highly  admired  by  the  wisest  and  the  .  ' 
best  of  men. 

He  \vas  also  useful  in  reclaiming  many  anabaptists  who 
were  brought  to  him  from  various  parts,  and  amongst  others 
Paul  Volse,  who  died  a  minister  of  Strasbourg,  and  Jean  Stor- 
der  Liegeois,  whose  widow  Calvdn  afterwards  married,  by  the 
advice  of  Bucer;  she  was  a  person  of  extraordinary  merit. 

Such  were  the  oceiipations  of  Calvin,  until  the  year  1541, 
when  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  convoked  a  diet  at  Worms,  and 
afterw^ards  at  Hatisbonne,  to  settle  the  differences  which  had 
arisen  in  Germany.  Calvin,  by  desire  of  the  ministers  of 
Strasbourg,  assisted  at  the  diet,  in  which  he  proved  useful  to 
the  churches,  and  particularly  to  those  of  France,  and  highly 
pleased  Philip  Melancthon,  who  always  spoke  with  applause 
of  Calvin,  calling  him  the  Theologian*  He  also  acquired  the 
esteem  of  Caspar  Cruciger,  minister  of  Wittemberg,  who 
wished  to  confer  with  him  in  private,  and  having  learned  his 
opinion  on  the  Lord’s  Supper,  declared  his  entire  approbation 
of  it. 

The  faction  which  had  procured  the  banishment  of  Calvin 
being  overthrown,  the  Genevese  were  anxious  to  recall  him. 

In  the  year  1540,  they  wrote  to  him  at  Strasbourg,  to  offer  hini 
the  employment  ©f  which  they  had  deprived  him,  but  he  re- 
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plied  that  he  could  not  now  dispose  of  himself,  that  he  belong 
ed  to  Strasbourg,  and  that  he  v/ished  to  be  replaced  at  Geneva 
by  Viret.  The  council  then  sent  Ami  Perrin,  one  of  the'elder 
syndics,  to  Strasliourg,  to  entreat  the  magistrates  to  restore 
Calvin  to  Geneva;  being  supported  by  the  cantons  of  Zurich, 
of  Berne,  and  of  Basil,  they  complied  with  his  request.  Cal¬ 
vin  was  then  gone  to  Worms  and  to  Ratisbonne,  whither  ho 
had  been  sent  by  the  German  reformers',  to  assist  at  the  as¬ 
semblies  held  there,  relative  to  religion,  where  he  learned 
what  w  as  taking  place  at  G.^neva;  but  he  still  resisted  the  of¬ 
fers  which  they  made  him.  At  Itngth,  solicited  afresh  by  the 
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council  and  the  tninisU  rs  of  that  town,  encouraged  by  Bucer^ 
informed  that  the  council  had  revoked  his  banishment  on  the 
1st  of  May  1541,  and  longing  to  be  useful  to  his  enemies,  he 
tore  himself  from  his  church  at  Strasbourg,  (who  gave  him 
leave  of  abscence  for  two  years,)  left  Batisbonne,  and  set  out 
for  Geneva. 

Upon  his  arrival  he  was  congratulated  by  the  acclamations 
of  the  people;  he  then  presented  to  the  council,  the  letters  of 
the,  magistrates  of  Strasbourg.  The  Genevese,  charmed  at  re¬ 
possessing  him,  wrote  to  Strasbourg  to  obtain  his  final  release. 
Strasbourg  at  length  relinquished  Calvin  to  the  reiterated  en¬ 
treaties  of  Geneva;  bestowing  upon  him  his  citizenship,  and 
wishing  to  continue  to  him  the  emoluments  he  had  received, 
which,  however,  he  refused,  though  he  went  to  a  very  dimin¬ 
ished  income  at  Geneva. 

Finn  to  his  principles,  because  he  thought  them  the  basis 
of  the  public  weal,  he  applied  himself  immediately  upon  his 
return  to  Geneva,  to  prevent  the  corruption  of  morals,  and 
projected  an  eccleastical  police,  which  he  submitted  to  the 
council.  He  revised  the  ecclesiastical  ordinances  with  s^me 
magistrates,  whe  were  appointed  to  assist  him.  These  laws  were 
presented  to  the  general  council,  who  sanctioned  them  on  the  20th 
of  November  1541*  It  was  evid:  nt  how  far  Calvin  was  from 
wishing  to  give  too  much  power  to  the  ecclesiastical  body,  so 
well  was  the  ecclesiastical  authority  balanced  Ly  the  civil.  This 
tribunal  of  morals,  called  the  Consistory,  was  originally  com¬ 
posed  of  laics,  and  ecclesiastics,  hut,  the  number  of  the  former 
was  then  most  considerable.  This  body,  respectable  for  the 
importance  and  delicacy  of  its  constitution,  had  no  power  to 
inflict  corporal  punishments;  but  merely  to  refer  the  more 
important  cases  to  the  council,  with  its  own  judgment  on  the 
evidence.  The  prosperity  of  Geneva  long  remained  the  hap¬ 
py  fruit  of  these  wise  laws,  which  contributed  powerfully  to 
maintain  the  purity  of  the  ancient  morals.  They  contributed 
greatly  to  the  lustre  and  preservation  of  the  republic;  and  it 
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might  easily  be  proved,  that  one  of  the  causes  of  the  misfor¬ 
tunes  of  Geneva  was  the  diminution  of  the  influence  of  those 
laws  upon  individuals.  Rome  was  lost  when  the  voices  of  the 
censors  could  no  longer  be  he^rd;  and  Sparta  fell  with  the 
credit  of  those  who  were  charged  with  the  care  of  watching 
over  the  public  morals,  and  of  making  virtue  respected. 

Shortly  after  his  return  he  composed  a  catechism  in  Lat¬ 
in  and  in  French,  divided  into  questions  and  answers.  This 
work,  which  proved  highly  useful  to  the  church,  was  so  well 
received  by  different  nations,  that  it  was  not  only  translated 
into  many  living  languages,  such  as  as  the  German,  the  En¬ 
glish,  the  Scotch,  the  Flemish,  the  Spanish,  and  the  Italian, 
but  also  into  Hebrew' and  int'  Gn  ek. 

Notwithstanding  the  relief  which  Calvin  continually  re¬ 
ceived  from  Farel  and  from  Viret,  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive 
how  he  sustained  his  various  labours;  especially  if  we  consid¬ 
er  that  he  was  the  subj.-ct  of  several  violent  and  continual  dis- 
orders.  During  a  fortnight  in  each  month,  he  preached  ev¬ 
ery  day;  gave  three  lectures  in  theology  every  week;  assisted 
at  all  the  deliberations  of  the  Consistory,  and  at  the  meetings 
of  the  pastors;  met  the  congregation  every  Friday;  instructed 
the  French  churches  by  the  frequent  advices  which  they  soli¬ 
cited  from  him;  defended  the  reformation  against  the  attacks 
•f  its  enemies,  and  particularly  those  of  the  French  priests; 
was  forced  to  repel  his  numerous  antagonists,  by  various  books 
which  he  composed  for  that  pin  pose;  and  found  time  to  pub¬ 
lish  several  other  works,  which,  by  their  soliility  and  depth, 
are  calculated  for  the  instruction  of  every  age. 

But  these  occupations  formed  only  a  part  of  the  labours  of 
this  great  man:  the  council  charged  him  with  many  painful 
and  difficult  commissions,  and  he  was  obliged  to  undertake 
long  and  frequent  voyages.  The  council,  who  knew  that  he 
was  an  excellent  civilian,  as  well  as  theologian,  consulted  him 
habitually  in  all  important  concerns.  He  was  particularly  em¬ 
ployed  in  framing  the  edicts  and  legislative  acts  of  the  town* 
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which  were  completed  and  approved  in  the  year  1543:  by  his 
reputation  and  his  eloquence  he  prevented  the  usual  troubles 
of  a  rising  government;  and  inspired  confidence  amongst  the 
different  bodies  of  the  state:  they  knew  the  extent  of  his  tal¬ 
ents;  they  respected  his  integrity,  and  reposed  confidently  in 
the  inviolable  attachment  which  he  ever  manifested  for  justice 
and  truth. 

Whilst  Calvin  was  concluding  this  labour  of  legislation  he 
repaired  to  Strasbourg,  to  defend  religion  against  Caroly;  but 
eould  not  obtain  permission  to  dispute  publicly  against  that 
eccentric  man,  who  had  retired  thither. 

In  the  year  1543,  he  presented  the  church  of  Geneva  with 
aliturgv;  together  with  directions  as  to  the  manner  of  celebra¬ 
ting  the  Lord’s  supper  and  baptism. 

At  this  time  Charles  V.  appeared  anxious  for  a  general 
council,  in  which  affairs  relating  to  the  catholic  and  reformed 
religion  might  be  discussed;  but  this  plan,  far  from  pleasing  the 
pope,  excited  his  warmest  indignation.  Nor  was  it  indeed 
likely  that  his  holiness  should  be  so  urtconversant  with  the  in¬ 
terests  of  a  splendid  and  secular  hierarchy,  as  not  to  know  that 
its  most  formidable  enemy  was  a  spirit  of  free  enquiry  and 
ample  discussion;  following,  therefore,  his  apparent  interest, 
he  preferred  the  convenient  asylum  of  infallibility.  Paul  HI* 
was  not,  however,  ashamed  to  publish  his  sentiments  on  this 
plan;  but  Calvin  abundantly  repelled  the  arguments  of  the  pon¬ 
tiff,  at  the  diet  assembled  at  Spire.  In  another  work  which 
appeared  at  this  time  he  proved  the  necessity  of  a  reform  of 
the  church. 

A  great  name  is  a  signal  for  calumny  to  the  envious;  they 
unite  in  order  to  destroy  it.  It  is  true  that  Calvin  often  made 
himself  enemies  by  saying  cutting  truths;  his  zeal  exasperated 
him  against  those  who  either  aitacked  truth  or  w^ounded  virtue: 
perhaps  a  consciousness  of  superiority  rendered  him  severe 
upon  those  who  disturbed  him  by  ill-founded  attacks,  or  un¬ 
reasonable  obstinacy. 
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at  Strasbourg.  In  a  tnirslatiou  ot  the  nihlc  into  -Laiin,  he  had 
attempted  to  make  the  ancient  Hebrew  writers  spe  ak  in  the 
language  of  Cicero,  and  tven  endeavoured  to  make  theni 
sometimes  breathe  the  under  verses  of  Ovid;  this  version 
Calvin  highlv  blamed,  as  well  as  several  sentiments  which  it 
contained.  Caitallio,  whose  pride  was  wounded,  asked  per¬ 
mission  of  the  council  to  dispute  publicly  with  Calvin  on  the 
descent  oi  J  sus  Christ  into  hell,  w  hich  they  refused;  hut,  from 
a  love  of  truth,  and  a  respi  ct  ior  liberty  of  thinking,  he  was 
allowed  to  commence  that  dispute  betore  the  assembly  of 
miiiisters;  it  lasted  a  lone:  while  without  any  success.  Cas- 
taliio  at  length  became  so  highly  irritated,  that  he  attacked  Cal¬ 
vin  in  a  sermon;  and  so  grossly  insulted  the  ministers  of  Gene¬ 
va,  that  the  council  deposed  him  from  the  minisiry.  Castallio 
retired  to  B.isil,  where  he  persisted  in  his  singularities,  and  in 
his  hatred  of  Calvin,  un  i.  ihe  time  of  his  death. 

The  Sorhonne  finding  themselves  supported  by  P.  Liset,  first 
president  of  die  parliament  ot  Pa*is,  whose  memory  is  exi  cra- 
ted  by  all  good  characters,  undertook  to  draw  up  some  arti¬ 
cles  of  faith;  and  though  it  was  not  difficult  to  deu  ct  the  falsity 
of  the  dogmas  which  they  contained,  they  were,  notvvithstand- 
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Jiig,  approved  by  the  tiuiid  and  th  ‘  ignorant.  This  induced 
Calvin  to  publish  a  pl<  ce,  in  whit  li,  mingling  the  subtlety  of 
raillery,  with  the  solidity  of  reasoning,  he  clearly  displayed  the 
errors  of  the  Sorhonne. 

Amongst  other  enemies  by  whom  the  church  was  attack- 
#d,  W’as  Albert  Psghius,  whom  Cabin  withstood  and  refuted, 
notwithstanding  his  nunirrous  avocations.  Pighlus  being  a  pro¬ 
found  sophist,  thought  that,  though  Calvin  was  a  formidable 
adversarj’',  it  would  not  b  difli''ult  to  vanquish  him;  and  that 
he  could  thus  signalize  himsell,  and  obtain  a  careJinaPs  hat,  as 
the  price  of  his  victory.  But  CalVin  repelled  the  attacks  of  Pi- 
ghius  with  so  much  vigour,  that  he  found  himself  disappointed 
•f  the  recompense  which  he  had  aiukipated,  and  reaped  from 
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Ms  temerity  only  shame  and  confusion.  Melancthon,  to  whom 
Calvin  dedicated  his  work,  to  testify  the  esteem  in  which  ht 
held  it,  wrote  several  letters  which  were  afterwards  published, 
and  which  may  serve  to  undeceive  posterity  with  respect  to  the 
calumnies  which  have  been  thrown  upon  those  illustrious  men. 
A  letter  which  Calvin  wrote  to  the  church  of  Montbelliard  is 
a  sufficient  answer  to  these  who  accuse  him  of  severity  in  the 
excercise  of  ecclesiastical  discipline. 

To  refute  the  errors  of  the  Anabaptists,  and  of  the  liber¬ 
tines,  who  had  revived  the  most  detestable  heresies  of  antiqui¬ 
ty,  he  composed  a  work  which  it  is  impossible  to  read  with  at¬ 
tention  without  being  shocked  at  their  detestable  doctrines. 
This  work,  however,  displeased  the  Queen  of  Navarre;  for 
though  she  was  not  infected  with  their  errors,  she  was  so  fully 
persuaded  of  the  merit  of  Qiiintin,  and  of  Poequet,  the  most 
famous  leaders  of  that  sect,  whom  Calvin  had  named  in  that 
work,  and  haid  so  great  a  regard  for  them,  that  it  was  impos¬ 
sible  to  attack  them  without  deeply  wounding  her. 

Calvin  having  learned’  that  she  supported  those  sectaries, 
wrote  to  her  with  such  address  and  prudence,  that,  preserving 
the  respect  which  was  due  to  her,  as  well  on  account  of  her 
dignity,  as  of  several  kindnesseswhich  she  had  bestowed  upon 
the  church;  he  addressed  her' with  a  boldness  and  freedom 
worthy  a  courageous  servant  of  God;  and  represented  to  her 
the  impropriety  of  defending  such-  persons.  Thus  he  main¬ 
tained  the  dignity  of  his  ministry,  and  his  labours  were  so  suc¬ 
cessful,- that  execrable  sect  which  had  begun  to  spread  in 
France,-  was  confined  to  Holland  and  the  neighbouring  coun¬ 
tries. 

During  this  year,  the  plague  made  the  greatest  ravages  in- 
Geneva'.  Affected  by  the  afflictions  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and 
alarmed  at  the  corrupt  state  of  morals, which  made  him  ap¬ 
prehensive  of  still  more  fearful  evils,  Calvin  thundered  from 
the  pulpit  against  their  vices;  he  also  engaged  the  council  to 
enact  severer  laws  against  fornication  and  adultery.  In  the 
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»idst  of  the  distress  which  he  felt  at  the  view  of  this  extermi¬ 
nating  scourge,  which  was  depriving  Geneva  of  its  citizens,  he 
experienced  some  consolation  from  the  succours  which  he  pro¬ 
cured  for  the  Vaudois,  who  had  escaped  the  massacres  of  Me- 
rindol,  and  of  Chabriere;  having  obtained  for  them  a  sum  of 
money  from  the  town  of  Strasbourg*  and  from  the  German 
princes.  It  was  not  in  his  own  power  to  give  any  thing  him¬ 
self,  because  he  possessed  nothing;  hut,  as  he  never  asked  lor 
himself,  so  he  always  conscientiously  distributed  the  liberality 
ol  his  benefactors  to  those  who  were  unfortunate. 

The  controversy  respecting  the  Supper  of  our  Lord  was  at 
this  time  renewed;  Osiandcr,  a  vain  and  proud  man  of  an  ar¬ 
dent  spirit,  having  rekindled  the  fire  of  discord  which  seemed 
entirely  extinguished,  Calvin  did  all  in  his  power  to  terminate 
this  difference,  and  with  this  view  wrote  several  letters.  But 
Osiander  refused  to  listen  to  the  wise  counsels  of  Calvin,  and 
•f  Melancthon. 

A  Genevese  of  the  name  of  Troillet,  who,  though  young, 
was  consummately  artful,  after  having  counterfeited  the  hermit 
in  France,  returned  to  Geneva.  As  Calvin  was  remarkable 
for  his  penetration  into  characters,  he  soon  developed  this  man, 
notwithstanding  the  pains  which  he  took  to  conceal  his  vices 
under  false  appearances.  Calvin  at  first  reproved  him  private¬ 
ly,  with  great  mildness.  But  finding  that  his  charitable  coun¬ 
sels  were  useless  to  him,  and  that  his  audacity  and  his  inso¬ 
lence  encreased  daily,  he  undertook  to  reprove  him  publicly. 
But  this  hypocrite,  far  from  profiting  by  these  reproofs,  endea-^ 
voured  to  avail  himself  of  the  protection  of  those,  whose  vices 
Calvin  was  accustomed  to  condemn.  One  of  the  pastors  hav¬ 
ing  recently  died,  he  had  the  effrontery  to  aim  at  succeeding 
him.  Calvin  opposed  him,  and  having  shewn  the  contrariety 
of  such  conduct  to  the  word  of  God,  he  obtained,  by  permis¬ 
sion  of  the  council,  the  enforcement  of  the  rult  sof  the  church. 

There  were  also  at  this  time  certain  persons  who,  having 
renounced  the  protestant  faith  through -dread  of  persecution, 
flattered  themselves  that  there  was  no  harm  in  remaining  in 
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the  external  communion  of  the  church  of  Rome,  provided  they 
embraced  the  true  religion  in  their  hearts.  And  because* Cal¬ 
vin,  who  condemned  so  pernicious  a  sentiment,  was  considered 
by  them  as  carrying  his  severity  to  an  extreme,  he  shewed 
clearly  that  his  opinion  was  in  unison,  not  only  wiih  those  of 
the  fathers  of  the  church,  hat  also  with  the  doctrine  of  the  most 
learned  theologian^  of  the  age,  such  as  Melancthon,  Bucer, 
and  Martyr,  as  well  as  the  ministers  of  Zurich;  and  so  com¬ 
pletely  extinguished  that  error,  that  all  pious  pi-rsons  censured 
the  Nicodemites;  a  name  given  lo  those  who  d^^fended  their  dis- 
fiimulation  by  the  example  of  Nicodemus. 

The  introduction  of  the  following  letter  in  illustration  of  the 
solicitude  of  Calvin  for  the  purity  of  the  reformed  worship, 
needs  no  apology.  The  justness  of  the  sentime  nts,  the  per¬ 
spicuity  of  the  reasoning,  and  especially  the  veneration  vhicli 
it  discovers  for  the  illustrious  character  to  whom  it  was  ad¬ 
dressed,  must  recommend  it  to  the  approbation  of  every  in¬ 
telligent  protestant: 

the  truly  excellent 

‘‘Dv)ctor  of  the  Christian  Church, 

‘‘MARTIN  LUTHER, 

“My  highly  honoured  Father  In 

“jEsUS  CHRI  >T. 

“Finding  thrs^  Frenchmen  who  had  been  restored  from 
the  darkness  of  pnpery  to  the  light  of  the  true  doctrine  made 
^no  alteration  in  their  confession  of  faith;  hut  that  they  contin¬ 
ued  to  sully  themselves  with  the  profanations  of  the  papists,  as 
if  they  had  no  relish  for  the  true  doctrine;  I  could  not  refrain 
from  reproving  such  extreme  stupidity,  with  that  vehemence 
and  asperity  which  I  believe  they  deserved.  For  can  we  call 
that, faith,  which,  buried  at  the  bottom  of  the  soul,  never  dis¬ 
covers  itst  If  by  any  confesssion?  Or  ought  we  to  call  that  re¬ 
ligion  which  disguises  itself  under  the  mask  of  idolatry.^ — I  do 
not  here  undertake  a  thorough  discussion  of  the  question:  I 
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have  alr^^ady  explained  nayseU  sufRciently-  in  two  small  works 
which  I  have  co  mposed  on  that  topic.  And  if  you  will  take 
the  trouble  to  glance  at  them,  you  will  better  understcand  my 
opinion  on  that  question,  and  upon  what  reasons  it  is  founded. 
Some  persons  who  previously  slept  in  great  security,  buried  in 
profound  slumbe  rs,  bting  roused  by  the  perusal  of  them,  have 
begun  to  consider  what  th  -y  ought  to  do.  But  because  it  is 
ver\’hard  to  th^  fl  sh,  either  to  neglect  its  Ow  n  interests,  so  far 
as  to^  endanger  life;  of  so  to  irritate  the  minds  of  others  as  to 
bi  come  the  obj  ct  of  public  hatred;  or  to  abandon'our  property 
and  our  countrv,  and  ihus  to  condemn  oui  selves  to  a  volunta- 
ry  banishment:  it  happens  but  too  frequently  that  these  diffi¬ 
culties  prevent  a  constant  and  firm  resolution.  They  allege 
also  other  reason  ,  which  indeed  appear  plausible,  but  w'hich, 
however,  prove  snffieiehtly,  that  their  sole  design  is  only  to 
6e(  k  pretexts  to  conceal  the  irresolution  which  agitates  their 
inin<ls.  They  desire  to  have  your  judgment,  for  wdiich  they 
entertain  a  just  veneration,  and  which  will  have  great  W'cight 
to  deliver  them  from  th*  se  unc  Ttairities,  and  to  confirm  themin 
iheir  dutv.  They  have,  then  fore,  entreated  me  to  send  you  an 
express,  which  may  bring  hack  your  conclusion  on  this  subject. 
This  *  file  I  could  by  no  means  reJuse  to  their  solicitation, 
I)oth  because  1  thought  it  important  for  them  to  be  upheld  by 
your  authority,  that  they  might  rot  ever  float  in  these  uncer¬ 
tainties,  and  that  I  myself  felt  disposed*  to  solicit  this  help. 
Thus,  my  highly  honoured  Father  in  the  Lord,  I  conjure  you 
by  Jesus  Christ,  to  bear  with  this  importunity,  both  for  their 
sakes  and  mine;  and  to  read  for  your  entertainment,  in  your 
leisure  hours,  the  letter  addressed  to  you  in  their  name,  and 
my  two  small  liooks;  or  to  employ  some  body  to  ' read  theni, 
who  shall  report  the  principal  particulars  to  you;  and  to'  take 
the  trouiile  in  ‘he  second  place  to  explain  to  us,  in  anansw'crof 
three  w^ords,  your  opinion  on  this  subject.  It  is  conirary  to 
my  inclination  to  divert  you  from  those  great  and  various  af¬ 
fairs  w  hich  occupy  you,  and  to  give  you  this  trouble.  But  I  am 
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firmly  persuaded  that  according  to  your  uniform  equity,  seeing 
that  necessity  urges  me  to  make  this  request,  you  will  easily 
forgive  the  liberty^  I  take,  and  the  trouble  which  I  give  vou. 
Would  to  God  that  I  were  permitted  to  fly  hence,  that  I  might 
enjoy,  at  least  for  a  few  hours,  your  conversation!  I  should 
receive  much  more  pleasure,  and  it  would  be  much  more  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  confer  with  you  personally  on  this  and  on  various 
other  subjects.  But  I  hope,  that  what  may  not  be  grant-] 
ed  to  us  on  earth,  will  soon  be  given  to  us  in  the 
kingdom  of  God.  Adieu,  most  illustrious  man!  most  ex¬ 
cellent  minister'of  Jesus  Christ,  and  my  highly  honoured  Fa¬ 
ther.  I  beseech  the  Lord  to  govern  you  by  his  Spiiit  unto 
the  end,  for  the  common  good  and  edification  of  his  church.” 

2X^tli  Jan.  1545. 

,  Institution  de  la  Religion  Chrestienne.  Traduit 

par  Charles  Icard.p,  145. 

The  vigour  with  which  Calvin  attacked  the  vicious  and 
their  vices,  brought  upon  him  a  thousand  incon\'eniencies  from 
those  who  exposed  themselves  to  the  effects  of  his  zeal  and  vi¬ 
gilance.  A  woman  whom  he  had  reproved  publicly,  called 
him  a  wicked  maiu  Calvin  avenged  himself  by  obtaining  her 
pardon  of  the  council,  who  had  imprisoned,  and  intended  to 
punish  her. 

The  following  year  proved  no  less  nnfavourable  to  Calvings 
repose.  He  was  now  obliged  to  cheer  the  drooping  spirits  of 
the  Genevese,  whom  the  designs  of  Charles  V.  against  the  re¬ 
formed  religion  had  alarmed.  But,  besides  the  cares  which 
the  fear  of  all  these  evils  occasioned  him,  he  was  deeply  afflic¬ 
ted  at  the  state  of  Geneva;  and  the  general  and  daring  profli¬ 
gacy  of  its  inhabitants. 

At  the  head  of  these  persons,  was  a  man  named  Ami  Per¬ 
rin,  who,  by  the  suffrages  of  the  people  had  been  made  cap- 
taine  general.  This  man,  know  ing  that  neither  his  accompli¬ 
ces  nor  himself -could  thrive  whilst  the  laws  were  maintained 
with  vigour,  and  Calvin  thundered  against  their  vices  and 
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their  disorders,  discovered  this  year  what  he  had  long  project¬ 
ed;  and  because  his  pernicious  designs  were  no  sooner  devel¬ 
oped  than  they  were  crushed  by  the  seigneurs,  he  remained 
iome  time  quiet;  but  this  was  only  with  a  view  to  a  more  pub¬ 
lic  attack:  for  shortly  after  one  of  the  seigneurs,  instigated,  as 
it  has  been  supposed,  by  two  ministers  who  were  given  to 
wine,  and  who  had  good  reasons  to  fear  the  severity  of  the 
laws,  accused  Calvin  of  teaching  false  doctrine.  But,  far  from 
being  injured  by  the  malice  of  his  enemies,  he  was  fully  justi¬ 
fied  from  this  calumny,  his  accuser  being  condemned  as  infa¬ 
mous,  and  the  two  ministers  deposed. 

While  Calvin  was  called  to  contend  against  those  whose 
love  of  independence,  and  whose  violent  passions  removed 
them  far  from  decency  and  virtue,  which  he  wished  to  estab¬ 
lish  in  Geneva,  he  triumphed  over  their  cabal  by  his  firmness 
and  his  courage;  nor  did  he  ever  favour  those  whom  rank  and 
fortune  seemed  to  authorise  to  follow  their  inclinations.  He 
summoned  the  wife  of  a  principal  cit*z  *n  before  the  Consistory 
for  having  blasphemed  in  a  private  house;  she  was  condemned 
to  a  pecuniary  punishment.  Ami  Perrin  himself,  whose  life  was 
very  disorderly,  was  excommunicated,  deprived  of  his  place 
of  counsellor,  and  condemned  to  two  months  imprisonment; 
but,  although  this  man  had  always  encouraged  the  enemies  of 
Calvin,  and  been  the  cause  of  all  the  troubles  which  he  had 
experienced  from  the  government,  Calvin  nevertheless  em¬ 
ployed  his  eloquence  and  his  interest  to  procure  the  repeal  of. 
his  sentence,  and  had  the  Christian  satisfaction  to  see  his  mor¬ 
tal  enemy  released  from  prison,  and  restored  to  his  employ¬ 
ment. 

Germany  was  at  this  time  reduced  to  the  greatest  extrem¬ 
ity;  her  towns  having  either  surrendered  to  the  emperor,  or 
been  taken  by  force,  she  beheld  the  sudden  ruin  of  a  work, 
which  had  been  the  labour  of  many  years.  Happy,  indeed, 
were  they  whom  death  had  prevented  from  being  spectators  of 
that  dreadful  desolation^  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  these 
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.  calamities  deeply  afflicted  Calvin,  since  it  is  certain  that  when 
the  churches  enjoyed  a  profound  peace,  he  took  as  jvr^at  an 
interest  in  those  that  .were  most  remote,  as  if  .they  had  been 
comrhitted  to  his  care.  Besides  which,  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  learn  that  those  illustrious  characters,  Melancthon, 
Bucer,  and  Martyr,  his  dearest  friends,  were  exposed  to  the 
most  imminent  perils,  without  being  penetrated  with  the  pro- 
foundest  grief.  Great,  however,  as  were  his  afflictions,  he 
supported  them  with  heroic  courage,  and,  though  persecuted 
by  the  wicked,  his  constancy  and  his  virtue  remained  unsha¬ 
ken. 

In  the  year  1547,  and  on  the  26th  of  July,  Jacques  Gruet 
was  beheaded.  Gruet  was  one  of  those  men  whom  vice  and 
public  disorders  rendered  famous;  impatient  under  the  res¬ 
traints  of  the  laws,  he  had  the  audacity  to  affix  against  the  pul- 
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pit  of  the  cathedral,  a  libel  against  the  reformed  Genevese, 
and  particularly  the  reformers  and  ministers.  Being  immedi¬ 
ately  apprehended,  and  his  papers  and  letters  examined,  they 
were  found  to  contain  several  violent  passages  against  Calvin; 
as  well  as  a  petition  which  he  wished  to  present  to  the  General 
^Council  against  the  ecclesiastical  discipline;  the  object  of  which 
was  to  suppress  tiie  bounds  which  it  imposed  upon  those  who 
led  a  vicious  life.  A  paper  was  also  found  containing  objec¬ 
tions  against  the  authority  of  the  sacred  books,  the  spirituality 
and  immortality  of  th*  soul,  and  the  last  judgment.  His  sen¬ 
tence  condemns  him  for  having  spoken  with  contempt  of  reli¬ 
gion;  for  having  maintained  that  laws,  human  and  divine,  were 
the  work  of  caprice;  lor  having  written  impious  letters  and  li* 
centious  songs;  for  having  maintained  that  fornication  was  not 
criminal  when  both  parties  consented;  for  having  attempted  to 
overthrow  the  ecclesiastical  institutions,  and  the  authority  of 
the  Consistory;  for  having  threatened  the  reformers  and  the 
ministers;  for  having  spoken  disrespectfully  of  them,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  of  Calvin;  for  having  written  letters  calculated  to  irritate 
the  court  of  France  against  Calvin,  and  to  engage  the  King  of 
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France  to  write  to  the  council  against  him;  and  finally  for  ha\^*  , 
ing  threatened  the  council  itself.  The  reasons  for  this  con¬ 
demnation,  judging  from  the  sentence  itself,  demonstrate  that 
the  death  of  Gruet  was  the  effect  of  his  impiety,  and  of  his 
threats  against  the  government. 

During  these  troubles,  Calvin  composed  a  work  entitled 
L*  Antidote,  against  the  doctrine  contained  in  the  first  seven 
sections  of  the*  Council  of  Trent:  and  wrote  also  to  the  church 
of  Rouen,  to  for-ify  her  against  the  artifices  and  the  errors  of  a 
certain-monk  of  the  order  of  St.  Francis,  who  was  endeavour** 
ing  to  infect  that  church  with  the  heresy  of  Carpocrates. 

Undiverted  by  these  foreign  cares,  he  continued  his  ordi- 
narv  occupations,  and  composed  his  excellent  Commentaries  on 
the  Epis'des  of  St.  Paul.  As  many  perso.  s  entertained  a  high 
opinion  of  judicial  astrology,  he  justly  exposed  it  in  an  elegant 
work  which  he  published  on  the  subject.  '  Havihg  received  an 
obliging  letter  from  Breniius,  who  was  exiled  at  Basil,  he  con¬ 
soled  him  with  much  tenderness.  And  it  were  to  be  wished^ 
that  Brentiushad  ever  preserved  the  sentiments  which  he  ex¬ 
pressed  at  that  time,  and  had  not  broken  the  bonds  which  at¬ 
tached  him  to  Calvin.  He  also  wrote  to  Bucer,  who  was  in 
England,  and  after  exhorting  him  to  avow  more  openly  his  o- 
piniononthe  Supper  of  the  Lord,  he  renewed  the  assurances 
of  a  sincere  and  ardent  friendship.  To  the  Duke  of  Somerset^ 
Protector  of  England,  he  sent  such  useful  and  important  advice 
as,  had  it  been  followed,  would  have  saved  the  British  church 
from  many  calamities. 

The  church  of  Geneva,  though  surrounded  by  afflictions^ 
increased  rapidly,  and  Calvin  received,  with  every  mark  of  ten¬ 
derness,  those  w'ho  were  banished  from  their  country  on  ac- 
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count  of  ilicir  attachment  to  the  gospel.  God,  likewise,  so  em¬ 
inently  blessed  the  labours  ofv  his  servant,  that  the  faction  of 
the  seditious  tvas  almost  entirely  subdued.  He  stood,  indeed 
m  great  need  of  this  relief,  for  he  now  met  wdth  a  severe  trial 
in  the  loss  of  his  v/if  *;  a  person  of  singular  virtue  and  merits 
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But  though  extremely  affected  by  this  affliction,  he  endured 
h  with  a  constancy  and  resignation  becoming  his  exalted  cha¬ 
racter. 

' .  The  churches  of  Saxony,  not  being^iinited  respecting  the 
nature  and  use  of  indifferent  things,  consulted  Calvin,  who 
frankly  gave  his  opinion' on  the  subject;  and  as  Melancthon 
was  accused  (though  unjustly)  of  too  much  indifference  on 
this  sui  ject,  he  wrote  to  him  respecting  it. 

While  God  was  on  the  one  hand  chastising  the  German 
churches  with  the  scourge  of  discord,  he  manifested^  hk  com¬ 
passion  to  the  churches  of  Switzerland;  for  Calvin  and  Farel 
having  made  a  visit  to  Zurich,  composed  all  the  differences 
which  had  arisen  among  them  on  the  subject  of  the  sacraments. 
Articles  were  agreed  upon  by  the  consent  of  the  churches  of 
Switzerland, and  those  of  the  Grisons;  and  this  agreement  united 
the  church  of  Zurich  and  that  of  Geneva  in  the  closest  bonds. 

About  this  time  Calvin  wiote  two  letters,  replete  withpro^ 
found  erudition,  to  Loslius  Socinusy  who  died  at  Zurich,  after 
a  long  residence  there. 

The  year  1550  was  remarkable  for  the  tranquility  which 
the  churches  enjoyed,  and  the  regulations  which  were  made 
at  Geneva.  For  the  Consistory  came  to  a  resolution,  that  the 
ministers  should  not  confine  their  instructions  to  public  prea«h- 
ing;  but  th  u  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  thejr  should  visit 
private  families,  accompanied  by  an  elder,  to  explain  the  Chris¬ 
tian  doctrines,  and  induce  individuals  to  give  an  account  of 
their  faith.  These  private  visits  were  so  useful  to  the  church, 
that  it  Is  not  easy  to  calculate  the  fruit  which  they  produced. 

The  Consistory  gave  directions  also,  that  the  celebration  ot 
the  birth  of  Christ  should  be  deferred  until  a  few  days  after 
Christinas;  and  that  no  days  should  be  observed  but  Sunday. 
And  because  these  changes  offended  many  persons,  Calvin 
wrote  a  piece  on  the  subject,  which  he  addressed  to  his  old  and 
faithful  friend,  Lauren 'de,  Normandie. 

The  following  year  was  not  so  happy  as  the  two  preceding; 
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for,  besides  the  death  of  Bucer,  and  that  of  Jacques  Vadian, 
Consul  of  St.  Gal,  persons  of  singular  virtue  and  profound  eru¬ 
dition,  which  deeply  afflicted  Calvin  and  the  whole  Church; 
the  faction  of  the  seditions,  which  had  been  long  silent,  revived 
suddenly,  and  occasioned  inconceivable  evils  and  disorders; 
for  they  not  only  asserted,  that,  the  right  of  citizenship  ought 
not  to  be  bestowed  upoh  strangers,  who  took  refuge  in  Gene¬ 
va;  but,  in  order  to  affront  Calvin,  having  met  him  in  the  street 
as  he  was  returning  from  preaching,  they  forced  him  into  the 
middle  of  the  road,  and  attempted  to  throw  Raimond,  his  col¬ 
league,  over  the  bridge  of  the  Rhone.  They  afterwards  exci¬ 
ted  a  tumult  at  the  church  of  St.  Gorvais,  because  the  minister 
(follovfc  ing  a  rule  which  had  been  made  on  sufficient  grounds,) 
had  refused  to  give  the  name  of  Baltazar,  to  a  child  whom  they 
had  brought  for  baptism. 

Calvin,  not  being  able  to  remedy  these  evils,  bore  them 
wdth  Christian  resignation  and  invincible  patience. 

But  farther  troubles  awaited  Geneva;  the  immediate  cause 
of  which  was  a  man,  named  Hieronae  Bolzec;  who,  having 
quitted  the  habit,  retained  the  spirit  and  the  inclinations  of  a 
moak.  This  man,  after  having  affronted  the  Duchesse  de 
Ferrare,  was  banished*  from  her  court;  and  having  taken  the 
degree  of  doctor  of  medicine,  retired  to  Geneva.  But 
not  succeeding  in  the  profession,  which  he  had  embra¬ 
ced,  he  aspired  to  the  reputation  of  a  celebrated  theologian. 

ith  this  view  he  corrupted  the  doctrine  of  predestination, 
by  a  false  and  absurd  dogma,  which  he  was  b«ld  enough  to 
maintain  in  the  public  congregation.  Calvin  endeavoured,  at 
first  w  ith  all  possible  mildness,  to  shew  him  his  mistakes,  and 
by  private  conversation,  to  recover  him  from  his  errors. 

On  the  15th  of  August,  Bolzec  publicly  asserted  his  senti¬ 
ments  in  reply  to  a  sermon  which  had  been  preached  on  the  sub-  • 
Jectof  predestination:  his  confidence  was  . increased,  by  suppo¬ 
sing  Calvin  to  be  absent,  as  he  did  not  see  him  in  his  usual  place. 
For,  as  the  service  was  commenced  when  he  arrived,  he  re¬ 
mained  amongst  the  crowd.  No  sooner  had  Bolzcc  concluded 
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his  discourse,  tlian  Calvin  arose,  and  though  he  spoke  without 
picmeditaiion,  he  excited  the  esteem  and  admiration  .of  all 
w  ho  heard  him;  for  he  alledged  so  many  passages  of  scripture, 
and  so  many  testimonies  from  St.  Austin;  refuted  him  by  so  ma¬ 
ny  unanswerable  reasons,  and  convicted  him  with  so  much 
force  and  evidence,  that,  notwithstanding  the  effrontery  of  this 
unfrocked  monk,  he  was  covered  with  coniusion.  A  magistiatc 
present  ordered  him  to  be  sent  to  prison;  and  he  was  aiteiw.irds 
brought  to  trial.  Jacques  de  Bourgogne  interceded  for  him. 
Bolzv^c  appealed  to  the  judgment  of  the  neighbouring  church¬ 
es;  he  was  afterwards  ordered  to  be  set  at  liberty  upon  finding 
security;  but  not  procuring  any,  he  remained  in  prison,  and 
Was  finally  banished  on  the  18th  of  December.  , 

.  Bolzec  retired  to  a  neighbouring  town,  where  he  caused 
great  disturbances,  and  having  been  twdre  driven  from  the 
canton  of  Berne,  he  repaired  to  France,  and  there  used  all  his 
efforts  to  obtain  the  charge  of  the  ministry,  expressing  a  sin¬ 
cere  repentance,  and  an  anxious  desire  to  be  reconciled  w  iih 
the  church  of  Geneva.  But  persecution  being  again  revived 
in  France,  he  resumed  the  study  of  medicine,  and,  renouncing 
the  protestant  religion,  became  a  catholic. 

The  ministers  of  Geneva,  in  a  public  •assembly,  having  il¬ 
lustrated  and  established  the  doctrine  of  predestination,  appro- 
ved  of  the  work  which  Calvin  had  w  ritten  on  the  subject.  But 
though  the  ministers  of  the  principal  churches  unitedly  incul- 
c  ire(l|the  doctrine,  there  were  not  ^vanting  some  in  the  canion 
of  Bernej  who  said  that  Calvin  made  God  the  author  of  sin, 
notwithstanding  this  impious  sentiment  had  been  clearly  refu¬ 
ted  by  Calvin,  in  a  book  w'hich  he  had  *  written  expressly  a- 
gainst  the  libertines^ 

Castaliio  was  at  this  time  teaching  Pelagianism  at  Basil, 
though  he  attempted  to  disguise  his  object  under  the  most 
sp  fcious  appearances*  This  controversy  continued  several 
years,  in  the  course  of  which  the  hermit  already  mentioned, 
Opposed  Calvin*  Uaabic  to  procure  an  appointment  to  the 
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jninisterial  office,  he  had  embraced  the  profession  of  the  law, 
and  was  become  the  advocate  of  the  seditious.  Finding  him¬ 
self  supported  by  the  profligate,  he  requested  a. public  dispute 
with  Calvin  before  the  council,  where  the  subject  was  debated 
with  considerable  warmth..  Put  ^as* Calvin  rested  his  senti- 
mrnis  upon  the  authority  of  reason  and^of  scripture,  and  his 
advcis  iry  was  armed  with  impudence  alone,  the  issue  of  the 
dispute  was  eminently  favourable  to  our  reformer:  the  truth 
triumphed  over  error,  and  ihe  writings  of  Calvin  were  rccog^ 
nl2‘  d  as  orthodox  by  the  suffritgcs  of  those  who  had  condem¬ 
ned  him. 
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manner  in  which  divine  truths  wr^a  by  Providence  of 
God  fircserved,  in  a  f^reat  m^asure.nncorrupud^  during  the 
most  corrvfit  ages  of  (he  Romiah  church* 

Among  the  many>  proofs  which  we  have  for  the 
divine  authority  of  the  Bible,  that  of  prophecy  holds  a  distin¬ 
guished  place.  It  must  strike  every  observer,  that  a  connect¬ 
ed  chain  of  prophecy  runs  through  the  whole  of  the  book  of 
God.  It  is  undeniable,  also,  that  many  of  those  prophecies 
were  delivered  long  before  the  predicted  events  were  to  take 
place— nay,  long  before  the  most  sagacious  of  the  human  fami¬ 
ly  could  have  ventured  even  an  opinion  respecting  their  most 
remote  causes.  It  is  equally  certain  that  numbers  of  these 
prophecies  have  been  most  minutely  acc  >mplished«  The 
conclusion,  therefore,  is  unavoidable,  that  the  book  containing 
those  predictions  must  have  been  written  under  the  direction 
of  the  omniscient  God.  i  ‘■ 

Among  these  prophecies,  those  which  relate  to  the  rise  of 
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the  man  of  sin,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  church  was  to  be 
preserved  during  that  long  and  bloody  usurpation,  are  none  of 
the  least.  ’  A  prophecy-of  this  kind  is  perhaps  also  a  peculiar 
characteristic  of  ^  Revelation.  All  the  founders  of  a  false  sys¬ 
tem  of  doctrine  and  worship  have  flattered  themselves  and 
their  followers  with  the  prospect  of  a  continued  increase.  If 
ever  the  idea  of  the  corruption  or  decay  of  their  system  en¬ 
tered  their  minds,  none  of  them  have  had  confidence  or  honesty 
enough  to  make  it  known.  Not  so  the  author  of  our  system 
of  religious  belief.  He  knew  the  end,  and  the  middle,  from 
the  very  beginning.  He  knew  every  winding  of  the  human 
heart,  and  all  the  arts  which  men  and  devils  would  use  to 
corrupt  or  destroy  what  he  had  delivered  to  the  world.  He 
has,  consequently,  told  his  people,  and  told  the  world  before 
hand,  of  a  great  many  of  these  devices.  And  has  foretold 
that  divine  truth  w^ould.be  preserved  in  a  great  measure  pure 
and  uncorrupt,  during  the  darkest  and  most  corrupt  ages. 

The  XII.  of  Revelations,  which  our  readers  are  desired  to 
turn  up  and  read,  is  evidently  one  of  these  predict!  ms.  Here 
divine  truth  is  represented  as  being  provided  with  a  place  of 
safety  and  rest,  when  nearly  all  the  world  are  involved  in 
ignorance  and  error.  Commentators  have  indeed  differed 
with  respect  to  the  particular  time,  and  place  here  referred  to. 
But  all  have  agreed,  and  in  fact  none  can  contradict  it — that  the 
preservation  of  the  Christian  faith  and  worship,  during  the 
darkest  and  most  distressing  period  of  the  reign  of  Antichrist, 
is  the  chief  thing  expressed.  It  is  in  this  particular  view  we 
are  to  consider  the  subject  at  this  time.  We  have  in  former 
papers  given  a  short  view  of  the  errors  and  corruptions  of  the 
Romish  church,'  and  of  the  general  situation  with  respect 
to  religious  truths  and  religious  worship  when  all  the  world 
wondered  after  the  beast.  So  corrupted  was  the  whole  mass 
of  what  was  called  the  Christian  church,  at  the  period  of  the 
reformation,  that  scarcely  any  thing  like  scriptural  knowledge 
and  genuine  piety  were  known. — :Yet  even  in  this  dark  time 
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noble  witnesses.  Divine  truth  was  preserved  pure  and  un¬ 
corrupted  ,  in  spite  of  the  united  opposition  of  hell  and  earth. 
A  short  statement  of  some  of  the  means  which  a  holj  and  a 
wise  and  a  good  Providence  used  for  accomplishing  this  great 
purpose,  is  what  is  intended  at  present. 

1.  Towards  the  former  part  of  Antichrist’s  reign,  some  of 
the  nations  of  Christendom  held  out  a  long  time  before  they 
submitted  to  his  corruptions  and  usurpations.  Though  all  the 
world  wondered  after  the  beast,  yet  all  nations  did  not  fall  at 
once.  Many  of  the  principal  corruptions  of  the  church  of 
Rome  were  brought  in,  with  a  great  deal'of  opposition.  The 
pope’s  supremacy,  for  instance,  was  long  and  violently  oppo¬ 
sed.  Nor  can  any  corruption  of  note  be  mentioned  which  did 
not  call  forth  an  explication  and  defence  of  the  opposite  truth 
in  a  greater  or  less  degree.  Those  who  dwelt  near  to  the  city 
of  Rome,  and  were  under  the  influence  of  the  pope  as  a  tern-* 
poral  prince,  generally  complied  soonest — but  those  who  were  j 
more  remote  were  a  long  time  before  they  could  be  induced  to 
put  their  necks  under  the  yoke.  It  was  particularly  so  with 
respect  to  the  churches  of  France,  England,-  and  Scotland. 
Nay,  there  is  pretty  positive  proof  that  there  v/ere  particular 
spots,  especially  in  the  Highlands  and  Isles  of  Scotland,  where  ] 
the  power  of  Antichrist  never  was  established — where  the 
ancient  purity  of  doctrine  and  worship  was  retained  in  spite  of 
;dl  opposition. 

In  A.  D.  794,  Charles  the  great  held  a  council  at  Frank¬ 
fort,  consisting  of  300  bishops  from  various  nations,  who  con¬ 
demned  the  worship  of  images,  and  a  variety  of  other  corrup¬ 
tions.  The  Corolin  books  were  also  set  forth  under  the  name 
and  authority  of  that  great  man  and  the  doctrines  tlierein  con¬ 
tained— of  the  sufficiency  of  the  Scriptures— of  the  worship  of 
God  alone— ot  the  prayers  in  the  vulgar  tongue— of  the  Eu¬ 
charist— of  justification — of  repentance — of  visions  and  mira* 
clcs— and  various  other  points  are  such  as  a  Papist  would  ah- 
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hor,  and  a  Protestant  %trould  subscribe.  Even  in  Italy  the 
council  of  Forojulioheld  in  VIII.  century  prescribed  no  other 
creed  but  that  of  the  AposiL  s.  Some  even  of  the  Italian  bi¬ 
shops  assisted,  at  the  council  of  Frankfort,  among  whom  was 
Paulinus,  bishop  of  Aquilcia,  who  bore  a  principal  part  in  what 
was  done.  Nay,  notwithstanding  all  that  the  Popes  could  do, 
by  force  or  flattery,  the  Archbishop  of  Milan,  and  the  whole  of 
his  large  diocese  in  Italy,  continued  independent  of  Rome,  and 
testifying  frequently  very  loudly  against  her  corruptions  till  about 
A.  D.  1050.  In  the  year  909,  a  council  was  held  in  Trosby 
near  Soissons  in  France,  and  having  made  several  wise  and 
good  regulations,  they  concluded  with  a  profession  of  the 
things  w’hich  Christians  ought  to  believe  and  practice. — But  in 
thai  profession  are  none  of  those  things  wnich  constitute  the 
sum  of  Popish  doctrine— nothing  of  the  Pope’s  being  head  of 
the  church — nothing  of  the  daily  sacrifice  of  the  mass — or  of 
purgatory — or  of  the  worship  of  creatures — or  of  ihe  five  sacra¬ 
ments — or  of  confession  to  the  priest — but  of  pure  and  sincere 
confession  to  God.  "" 

2.  In  eveiy  age  of  this  dark  period,  there  appeared  parti¬ 
cular  persons,  in  almost  every  part  of  Europe,  who  bore  testi¬ 
mony  against  the  errors  and  corruptions  of  the  church  of 
Rome;  and  who  pleaded  for  the  ancient  and  apostolic  purity. 
There  was  thus  maintained  even  in  the  bosom  of  corruption  an 
uninterrupted  succession  of  witnesses.  Many  of  these  were  pri¬ 
vate  persons,  many  ministers,  some  magistrates  and  other  per¬ 
sons  of  distinction.  Numbers  of  them  were  in  every  age  per¬ 
secuted  and  put  to  death  for  their  testimony.  In  these  were  par¬ 
ticularly  fulfilled  the  prophecy,  “And  I  will  give  power  to  my 
two  witnesses,  and  they  shall  prophecy  a  thousand  two  hundred 
and  three  score  days  clothed  in  sackcloth.  Rev.  XL  3. 

To  preserve  the  names  of  some  of  these  distinguished  w'or- 
ihies,  must  certainly  be  gratifying  to  every  genuine  Christian. 
In  the  beginning  of  th^  VIII.  century,  the  famous  Alcuin,  an 
Englishman,  wrote  in  the  name  of  the  British  bishops  and 
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6tfiers,  to  Charles  the  great,  protesting"  against  many  of  the 
growing  errors  of  P  >pery.— At  thfs  time  also  flourished  the 
venerable  Bede,  who  with  his  dying  breath  finished  the' 
translation  of  John’s  gospel.-  In  the.  IX.  century  Agobard^ 
Abp,  of  Lyons,  wrote  against  pictures  and  images,  and  main¬ 
tained  the  doctrine  of  one  mediator.  Maufus,  Ahp,  of  Mentz, 
and  Bertram,  a  monk  of  Corbie,  and  Johannes  Scotus,  in 
this  century  wrote  also  against  transubstantiatiori.  Alfred  the 
great,  of  England,  belongs  also  to  the  defenders  and  promoters 
of  pure  evangelical  truth  of  this  age.  In  the  X'.  century 
Athelstari  of  England  caused  the  Scriptures  to  be  translated* 
into  the  Anglo-Saxon  idiom.  Elfcre,  earl  of  Mercia,  expelled 
the  monks  out  of  all  the  monasteries  in  that  province,  and  intro¬ 
duced  the  clergy  with  their  wives.  Heriger^  of  Lobes,  neaf 
Leigc,  wrote  expressly  against  transubstantiation.  Alfric^ 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  was  distinguished,  also,  for  his' 
opposition  to  various  corruptions.  Gerbert,  archbishop  of 
Rheums,  went  so  far  as  to  call  the  Pope  Antichrist.  In  the  X  L 
century  arose  the  famous  Derarigarius,  a  native  of  Tours’,  and 
archdeacon  of  Angres.  He  wrote  professedly  against  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  elements  in  the  supper  being  turned  into  flesh  and 
blood— and  in  express  terms  called  the  church  of  Ronie,  “the 
church  of  raalignants,  the  council  of  vanity,  and  the  seat  of 
Satan.”  It  is  true  that  he  was  forced  by  the  authority  of 
Popes  and  councils  to  renounce,  abjure  and  burn  his  writings^ 
But  his  was  a  forced,  not  a  voluntary  recantation.  He  return¬ 
ed,  as  a  Popish  writer  expresseth  it,  “like  a  dog  to  his  vomit.*^ 
His  heresy  was  called  the  Bert  ngarian  heresy,  and  his  follow¬ 
ers  were  so  numerous,  that  as  old  historians  relate,  he  had 
corrupted  almost  all  the  French,  Italians  and  English.  About 
the  beginning  of  the  XII.  centuryFluentius,  bishop  of  Florence, 
taught  publicly,  that  Antichrist  was  born  and  come  into  the 
world.  St.  Bernard  himself,  devoted  as  he  was  and  bigotted 
to  the  church  of  Rome,  yet  inveighed  loudly  against  the  corrupt 
lions  of  the  clergj^,  and  pride  and  tyranny  of  the  Popes.  While 
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Richard  of  England  was  at  Messina,  in  Sicily,  on  his  expedi¬ 
tion  to  the  holy  land,  he  sent  for  the  famous  Abbot  loachim  of 
Calabria,  and  heard  him  with  much  satisfaction  explain  the 

Apocolyps,  and  discourse  ot  Antichrist.  He  said  that  Anti* 
christ  was  already  born  in  the  city  of  Rome,  and  that  he 

would  be  exalted  to  the  apostolical  chair,  anc/  exalted  above  all 
that  78  called  God  and  worsh’fif^ed.  In  this  century  also,  Peter 
and  Henry  de  Bruis,  and  Arnold  of  Brecia,  suffered  martyr¬ 
dom. 

W«'  have  alreadV  said  that  the  large  diocese  of  Milan,  in 
Italy,  was,  till  about  A.  D.  1050,  independent  of  Rome.  Hence 
also  this  diocese  produced  a  number  of  eminent  witnesses— 
Some  of  these  are— \  rnbrose  of  Milan — Philastrius  and  Gau- 
dcntucs  of  Brecia,  of  the  IV.-  century— Uuffiaus,  Chroinatius, 
and  Niceas  of  Aquileia,  in  the  V.  Laurentius  of  Milan,  and 
Ennodius  of  Pavia,  in  the  VI.  .  Maurus  of  Revena,  Maunes- 
tiis  and  Ambrose  of  Milan,  of  tb»  VI.  In  the  beginning  of 
IX.  century,  Ann^elbertus,  Abp.  of  Milan,  w'as  distinguished 
for  his  opposition  to  the  Pop^  sepremaev,  and  other  corrup¬ 
tions.  About  the  same  time  also  flourished  Claude,  bishop 
of  Turin,  who,  in  his  commentaries  on  various  hooks  of  both 
the  Old  and  New  Testament,  maintains  the  principal  articles 
of  the  Christian  faith.  He  boldly  maintains  the.  equality  ot 
the  other  apostles  to  Peter— ard  that  men’s  works  can  in  no 
^  respect  merit  the  favour  of  God;  that  no  traditions  ought  to 
be  admitted  as  grounds  or  parts  of  religion;  tliat  men  are 
saved  by  faith  in  Christ  alone;  that  all  churches  on  earth  are 
liable  to  error;  that  prayer  for  the  dead  is  unprofitable;  that 
God  alone  and  no  creature,  whether  original  or  image,  ought  to 
be  worshipped,  and  that  the  bread  and  the  wine  in  the  Lord’s 
supper  are  not  turned  into  the  real  body  and  blood  of  Christ, 
but  are  only  appointed  representations  of  them. 

.  .  3.  Besides  particular  persons  dispersed  here  and  there,  there 

was  a  distinct  sect  of  people  known  in  History  by  the  name  of 
the  Waldenses,  who  kept  themselves  pure,  and  constantly  bore 
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testimony  against  the  errors  and  corruptions  of  the  Romish 
church.  They  had  their  residence  in  the  Vaudois,  or  the  fine 
vallies  of  Piedmont,  a  very  mrmntainous  country  between 
Italy  and  France.  Being  surrounded  by  almobt  impassable 
mountains  they  lived  for  ages  almost  unknown,  and  having 
very  little  connection  with  the  rest  of  the  world.  It  is  suppo¬ 
sed  that  they  first  betook  themselves  to  this  desert  place  to 
escape  the  severity  of  the  heathen  persecutions  which  were 
before  the  legal  establishment  of  Christianity— Hence  it  is  with 
great  probability  supposed,  that  in  them  were  literally  accom¬ 
plished  these  words — ^‘And  to  the  woman  were  given  two 
wings  of  a  great  eagle,  that  she  migh»  fly  into  the  wilderness 
into  her  place,  where  she  is  nourished  for  a  time  and  times  and 
a  halftime  from  the  face  of  the  serpent/* 

Popish  writers  themselves  acknowledge  that  this  people 
never  submitted  to  the  Romish  church.— -Hence  among  them 
an  uninterrupted  succession  of  the  apostolic  doctrine^  worship 
and  government,  continued  quite  down  to  the  reforniaiion. 
They  ceased  to  exist  as  a  people  only  by  being  melted  down 
into  the  great  mass  of  Protestants.  The  church  of  Geneva  • 
and  the  reformed  church  of  France,  from  which  the  church 
of  Scotland,  and  all  Presbyterian  churches  claim  their  origin, 
were  in  a  particular  manner  moulded  according  to  the  doc- 
trine  and  form  of  the  Waldeiises. 

The  documents  from  which  wc  are  even  now  able  to  form 
an  opinion  of  the  doctrine  and  worship  of  these  respectable  witr 
nesses,  are  numerous  and  indisputably  authentic.  Some  of 
these  are — ancient  manuscripts  placed  by  Moreland  in  the 
university  library  of  Cambridge— manuscripts  in  the  library 
of  Geneva — their  confessions  of  faith,  published  for  their  own 
vindication  in  Italy,  France,  and  Bohemia,  in  tr*e  years 
1120,  153i,  1535,  1552,  1544,  154.3,  and  1655— and  a 
variety  of  publications,  bearing  date  A.  D.  1120— viz.-— 
Their  noble  lesson.  Explication  of  the  Lord’s  prayer- 
creed  and  ten  commandments— catechism  and  confession 
of  sins — spiritual  almanack  and  sermon^s  and  tracts,  con- 
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cerning  Antichrist— purgatory  and  the  invocation  of  saints. 
Popish  writers  also  afford  abundance  of  evidence  concerning 
their  doctrine  and  lives.  Reenerius,  who  flpurished  about  the 
year  1254,  and  was  inquisitor  general,  thus  speaks  of  them — 
Among  all  the  sects  which  still  are  or  have  been  there  is  not 
any  more  pernicious  to  the  church  than  that  of  the  Leonists*— • 
and  this  for  three  reasons— ;;;fr.sY,  because  it  is  the  oldest  here, 
svi  for  some  say  that  it  hath  endured  from  the  time  of  Pope 
Sylvester;  others  from  the  time  of  the  apostle Secondly, 
hecaase  it  is  more  general,  for  there  is  scarcely  a  countrj’  where 
this  sect  is  noi— ind  thirdly;  because  when  all  other  sects 
beget  horror,  in  the  hearers  on  account  of  the  outragoeusness, 
©fth  ir  blasphemies  against  God,  this  of  the  Leonists,  hath  a 
great  shew  of  piety.  They  live  justly  before  men,  and  be¬ 
lieve  all  things  rightiv  concerning  God,  and  all  the  articles 
which  are  containec^in  the  creed-r-ONLY  they  blaspheme  the 
fchurch  of  Rome  and  the  clergy. 

Lastly,  towards  the  close  of  this  dark  and  corrupt  period, 
several*  eminent  divines  appeared,  openly  to  defend  the  truth 
and  bear  testimony  against  the  corruptions  of  the  Romish 
church.  The  first  and  principal  of  these  was  John  Wickliff, 
the  famous  English  divine.  He  was  of  the  clerical  order— 
Had  a  small  county  charge  at  Lutterworth,  in  Leicestershire, 
and  a  Pro  essor's  chair  in  the  university  of  Oxford.  He  flou¬ 
rished  about  140  years  before  the  ^ra  of  the  Reformation.  In 
his  university  lectures,  as  well  as  from  the  pulpit,  he  openly 

and  successfully  taught  the  very  same  doctrines  which  the 
reformers  afterwards  did.  Though  he  was  hotly  pursued  and 

persecuted  all  the  days  of  his  life,  yet  he  died  in  peace.  His  fol- 

\ 

f  Note*  Though  Waldcnses  is  the  naine  by  which  these 
people  are  now  generally  known,  tluy  are  in  ancient  authors 
designated,  by  a  variety  oi  nami.^ — some  o.  these  are  tj ken 
from  some  of  their  most  celebrauci  Preachers— and  oih»is 
from  particular  place s.-m-T hey  \ytj:e  caiitd  Lcoia2>is  trom 
a  city  ol  prauce.. 
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lowers  were  called  Lollards  and  remained  in  Englsmd  in  con¬ 
siderable  numbers  till  the  refoimation.  ^ 

Nor  was  the  usefulness  of  this  man  confined  to  England. 
His  fame  as  a  university  lecturer  brought  him  pupils  fr9m  all 
the  countries  of  Eur  ope.  By  these  his  manuscripts  and 
principles  were  widely  diffused,  and  had  much  influence. 
mong  his  foreign  disciples  John  Huss  and  J.  rome  of  Prague, 
are  parti :ulurlv  distinguished,  as  having  opposed  the  corrup¬ 
tions  of  the  time  in  the  kingdom  of  Bohemia.  They  were  botl^ 
burnt  by  the  Papists  for  their  doctrine,  but  their  followers,  in 
Bohemia,  though  crut  lly  persecuted,  were  never  tAtirpated. 

(to  be  continued.^ 


SOCIETY  FOR  SUPPRESSING  VICE  AND  IMMO¬ 
RALITY. 

A  Society  with  the  above  designation  has  been  formed  at 
Portland,  the  Constitution  of  which,  with  the  preamble,  wc 
give  below.  Every  benevolent  man  must  wish  well  to  the 
attempts  of  this  association. 

*‘At  a  time  when  the  righteous  Governor  of  the  Universe 
seems  to  be  pouring  down  his  judgments  upon  the*  w«rld— 
wh<-n  the  dark  clouds  of  adversity  are  hanging  over  these 
United  States — and  when  the  people  of  this  part  of  them  are 
alarmed  with  apprehensions  of  discord  and  distress,  is  it  not 
the  duty  of  all  who  wish  well  to  their  peace  and  happiness,  to 
refljct  upon  the  causes  of  these  calamiiies?  And  is  there  not 
ground  to  believe  that  a  prevalence  of  vice,  a  corruption  of 
manners,  and  an  inattention  to  the  duties  of  niorality,  (not  to 
mention  the  neglect  of  religious  dunes)  have  provoked  the 
D  ivine  Being  to  manifest  his  displeasure  against  us? 

‘‘Deeply  impressed  with  these  ideas,  we  feel  disposed  to 
exert  such  endeavors  as  may  seem  suitable  to  use,  to  rectify 
the  minds  of  the  vicious  and  immoral,  engage  the  attention  of 
all  aronnd  us  to  render  them  effectual— humbly  hoping  that 
such  a  co-operation  of  the  well  disposetl  will  have  a  l3eneficial 
tendency  to  meliorate  that  portion  of  the  community  with 
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which  any  of  us  may  be  most  immediately  connected,  and 
thereby  in  some  degree,  avert  the  wrath  of  him  who  exalts  or 
abases  a  people  according  to  their  obedience  or  disobedience 
of  his  will. 

‘‘In  order  to  effect  this  oi^ject,  we  have  judged  it  expedient 
to  form  ourselves  into  a  Society  to  be  denominated  A  Societt/ 
for  sufj/ir easing'  Vice  and  Immorality;  and  do  agree  to  the  fol- 
lowing 

ARTICLES  OF  ASS?  CIATIOk. 

*'  1.  A  committee  of  twelve  shall  be  chosen  to  conduct  the 
business  of  the  Society,  of  which  the  following  officers  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Society,  shall  iorm  a  part,  viz.  a  Chairman, 
Clerk,  and  Treasurer,  any  five  of  whom  to  be  a  quorum. 

2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  member  to  use  his  endea¬ 
vours  by  persuasion  and  advice,  or  by  such  other  means  as  his 
prudence  shall  direct,  to  reclaim  the  vicious,  and  proniote  an 

“  attention  to  moral  duties,  by  those  in  whom  a  remissness 
therein  shall  appear  to  prevail. 

3.  When  persuasive  and  caiuionary  measures  shall  not 
prove  effectual,  or  wnen  any  circumstances  shall  require  it,  we 
will  aid  the  Tythingmen  and  other  legal  officers  in  their  duty 
of  prosecuting  those  who  may  commit  notorious  offences,  or 
conduct  disorderly* 

The  4ih,  5th,  and  6th  articles  are  of  a  circumstantial 
nature. 

7.  And  whereas  sonae  young  persons  of  both  sexes,  from  a 
deficiency  of  education  or  a  state  of  poverty,  or  perhaps  both, 
have  inconsiderately  contracted  habits  of  idleness  and  vice, 
prejudicial  to  their  own  interest  and  happiness,  and  the  peace 
and  order  of  the  community — it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  attain  a  knowledge  oi  the  circumstances  of  such  per¬ 
sons,  and  make  such  provision  as  their  discretion  may  suggest, 
to  rescue  them  from  the  evils  to  which  such  habits  may  ex¬ 
pose  them. 

8.  It  the  committee  should  judge  it  necessary  to  appoint 
as  a  sub-committee,  any  other  members  of  the  Society  than 
those  who  belong  to  their  body,  to  aid  them  in  any  particular 
services  towards  effecting  the  object  of  the  Institution,  it  shall 
be  their  duty  to  afford  the  aid  required. 

9.  If  any  vacancy  should  take  place  by  the  resignation  of 

any  of  its  members,  or  otherwise,  the  committee  may  supply 
the  same.  ? 

10.  Any  gentleman  who  may  hereafter  embrace  the  views 
of  this  Society,  and  subscribe  these  articles,  shall  be  cons  idered 
a  member* 
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11.  Occasional  meetings  of  the  Society  may  be  called  by 
die  Com’nittee;  orbv  the  CI.  rk  on  the  application  of  two  mem¬ 
bers;  notice  of  which  meeting  shall  be  given  by  advertising  ia 
the  Portland  papers. 

12  Notwithstanding  the  business  of  the  Society  will  devolve 
principally  upon  the  Committee,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
each  member  to  suggest  such  mode  of  proceeding  as  he  may' 
deem  to  be  beneficial,  and  fo:  this  purpose  may  attend  the  meet¬ 
ings  of  said  Committee,  and  act  with  them  in  their  deliberations 
upon  the  subject*.  Providtd^  that  not  more  than  three  members 
should  attend  at  the  same  meeting. 

13  '  These  articles  shall  be  in  force  until  the  last  Saturday  iti 
April  next,  ou  wnich  day  a  meeting  shall  be  holden  in  this  place, 
at  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  to  consider  the  expediency  of  con¬ 
tinuing  the  association;  or  re-establishing  the  same  under  such 
•ther  regulations,  as  may  then  be  agreed  upon. 

Portland,  April  24,  1812. 

Signed  by  fifty-three  respectable  citizens. 


DEATH  OF  DR.  VANDERKEMP. 

From  the  Evangelical  Magazine  of  A firil  last. 

IT  has  never  been  our  lot  to  record,  in  this  work,  a  berea¬ 
ving  Providence  of  a  more  afflictive  nature  than  the  removal 
from  this  world  of  the  late  pious,  venerable,  and  useful  Mis*- 
sionary,  Dr.  John  Theodorus  Vanderkemp. 

.  He  had  been  for  some  months  at  the  Cape,  engaged  in 
affairs  of  a  very  important  nature  ;  and  had  in  serious  con- 
.  templation  the  commencement  of  a  Mission  in  the  Island  of 
Madagascar;  but  the  great  Head  of  Church  was  pleased  to 
*•  accept  the  will  for  the  deed,  and  to  release  his  worn  out  servant 
from  further  and  more  laborious  enterprises,  by  calling  him  up 
to  his  rest  and  reward  on  Lord’s  Day,  Dec.  the  15th,  between 
eleven  and  twelve  o’clock  in  the  morning. 

He  had  very  lately  despatched  for  their  stations  in  the 
interior,  four  of  the  Missionary  Brethren,  and  was  engaged  in 
settling  other  affairs  of  no  small  moment,  for  the  future  regula¬ 
tion  of  all  the  African  Missions,  when,  on  Saturday  morning, 
pec.  7, 1811,  he  was  taken  ill.  He  had  expounded  with  mucli 
liberty  of  mind,  the  first  chapter  of  the  first  book  of  Kings; 
after  which  he  said  to  that  venerable  mother  in  Israel,  Mrs. 
Smith,  ‘‘My  dear  mother  Smith,  1  am  very  weak,  and  wish 
for  an  opportunity  to  settle  my  own  affairs;”  but,  alas!  this 
opportunity  was  not  afforded,  for  he  was  seized  with  a  shiver¬ 
ing,  succeeded  by  a  fever,  which  obliged  him  to  take  to  his 
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bed,  from  wKich  he  never  rose.  He  took  some  proper  hiedi- 
eines,  but  they  failed  of  procuring  relief.  He  became  worse 
and  worse;  so  that  his  afflicted  friends  could  not  but  forebode 
the  painful  result.  This  was  rendered  more  distressing  oii 
account  of  the  violence  of  his  disorder,  bj  which  his  powers 
were  so  oppressed,  that  he  was  scarcely  able  to  answer  a  ques¬ 
tion.  About  two  days  before  his  death,  Mrs.  Smith  said  to 
him,  ^^My  dear  friend,  what  is  the  state  of  your  mind?*'  to 
which,  with  a  sweet  smile  on  his  countenance,  he  replied,  ‘‘All 
IS  WELL.**  She  again  said,  “Is  it  light  or  dark  with  your** 
He  answered,  Light.  Two  pious  soldiers  also  called  upon 
him  on  the  14th,  one  of  whom  prayed  with  him;  after  which 
he  spoke  a  few  words  to  them.  He  continued  sensible  to  the 
last,  biit  was  unable  to  speak  more.  At  length,  on  the  eighth 
day  of  his  sickness,  he  calmly  expired;  and,  no  doubt,  his 
separated  spirit  received  the  welcome  and  the  plaudits  of  that 
glorious  Redeemer,  to  whose  cause  he  had  faithfully  devoted, 
with  uncommon  assiduity,  the  last  thirteen  years  of  his  life. 
His  age  was  about  64. 

A  Memorial  of  his  Life,  compiled  by  direction  of  the  Mis-* 
sionary  Society,  (with  his  Portrait)  is  just  published. 


ENCOURAGEMENT  TO  PARENTS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Panoplist. 

Two  pious  men  about  thirty  years  ago  removed  into  a  new 
township,  near  Hallowell,  where  there  was  no  stated  preaching 
Tlie  Sabbath  was  to  them  a  delight,  and  the  worship  of  God 
pleasant.  They  were  determined,  according  to  Divine  ap¬ 
pointment,  to  spend  one  day  in  seven  in  the  service  of  God. 
They  met  together  with  their  farhilies,  and  such  others  as 
chose  to  join  them,  and  spent  their  Sabbaths  in  reading  and 
prayer.  This  practice  they  continued  thirty  years  before  the 
last  summer.  In  the  spring  of  the  last  year,  or  early  in  the  sea  ’ 
son,  a  church  was  gathered;  about  this  time  there  was  a  revival 
of  religion  .Twenty-five  persons  were  hopefully  converted  to 
God.  Of  this  number,  twelve  were  the  children  of  these  twc^ 
men. 

Such  facts  as  this  convince  me,  that  the  promises  are 
to  parents  and  to  their  children. 

Such  facts  should  teach  us  to  wait  with  courage  when  alniost 
discouraged.  It  is  not  in  vain  to  pray, though  our  prayers  be 
not  immediately  answered.  Let  parents  be  faithful,  ana 
there  is  great  reason  to  hope  that  their  children  will  be  conver¬ 
ted.  April  1812.  Pastoi^. 


